RAG-TIME   AND   TANGO
that evening.   They were still trooping in off the Sunday
streets, and the Temple band was playing Poet and Peasant.
Perhaps that invariable overture of Supp6's is a little lacking
in spiritual quality ; or else there were too many sightseers
present among the worshippers.   The place was full enough.
But new arrivals seemed to look about them a little strangely
at the blue-gowned ushers, at the rousing banners round the
gallery, and the big stage set for the illustrated sermon.
The overture died down ; and as the choir filed into seats
above the stage, Supp<§ was succeeded by Delibes, Delibes
by Gounod.   We sat reading our copies of the Foursquare
Crusader to the slightly secular strains of the " Soldiers'
Chorus."   It was a businesslike periodical, full of brisk
evangelical announcements, reports of healing, and statistics
of anointed handkerchiefs " carefully taken care of by Sister
Helen Bopst " and returned by the Prayer Department
after being " prayed over by Mother Kennedy, assisted by
the visiting pastors from the Branch churches, Brother
Arthur and the Elders of Angelus Temple."   There was a
serial entitled Out of the Jaws of Hell, being the Life Story of
Mary Elizabeth Sullivan, formerly known as the " Queen of
the Dope Ring," now proudly rejoicing as a" Daughter of the
King'' which opened with a singularly alluring synopsis :
" Raised in a home where the teachings of Ingersoll had
supplanted the Bible, married in her teens to a drunkard,
Mary Elizabeth was shot and frightfully wounded by her
husband, who then committed suicide. After spending two
years in hospitals she was reunited with her mother and her
baby son, only to discover that while under surgical treatment
opiates had turned her into an incurable dope addict. Trying
cure after cure without success, she finally succumbs to her
apparent fate ; takes up life on a houseboat and becomes a
'fence ' for a group of gangsters/'
This powerful warning against matrimony, surgery, or life
on houseboats was plainly deserving of attention, In the
current instalment the heroine (who carried a sawed-off

